It is shown that, if IJ is a subvariety of the join of a nilpotent variety and a metabelian variety and if V^ is a variety with a finite basis for its laws, then UV also has a finite basis for its laws. The special cases IJ nilpotent and IJ metabelian have been established by Higman (1959) and Ivanjuta (1969) respectively. The proof here, which is independent of Ivanjuta's, depends on a rather general sufficient condition for a product variety to have a finite basis for its laws. 
arbitrary), then UV is finitely based whenever V^ is finitely based.
Let F be an absolutely free group of countably infinite rank, and let E{F) be the set of all endomorphisms of F . 
LEMMA. If II is a strongly finitely based variety, then IJV is finitely based whenever V^ is finitely based.
Proof. It is well-known that if w is a finite subset of X , then w is ^-equivalent to a singleton {w} , where w may be assumed to involve precisely the letters xj , . . . , x-, for some k . In fact the endomorphisms used to establish this are all brief, so that "ff-eguivalent" may be replaced by "B-equivalent". Thus the assumptions about IJ and V.
mean that
and
For the proof of the lemma it will now be shown that 
(h) U(V) £
But it is easy to see that for any P f S there exists a y £ E such that 0v = vy , and therefore, from (*t)
This (ii) Similarly, since Cohen's "order-preserving maps" on the
generating set ix .X ' \x • € x> of X/X are all induced by brief endomorphisms of X , it follows from Remark 2 in his paper [I] that the (2) B-closed subgroups of X containing X also satisfy the a.c.c. .
The conclusions of (i) and (ii), and a theorem of G. Pickert [5] 
